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Combe Valley visitor centre Hastings

6
weeks 
groundworks/car 
park remodelling

3 

days installation 
on-site

3
single-use 
re-purposed 
shipping containers

Client Groundwork South

Contract value £200,000 

Contract type Visitor and activities centre and café

Completion date April 2016

In collaboration with ISO Spaces through our joint venture 
company CargoTek, this relocatable visitor centre for 
Combe Valley Countryside Park has been built using our 
bespoke panel system. 

This project is a fi rst step in a long-term strategy to 
transform the park into a landscape which supports a 
greater variety of recreational uses – attracting more 
people with improved biodiversity and accessibility. 

The ‘upcycling’ strategy recognises and educates visitors 
about the value of repurposing materials and landscapes. 
The ambition is to turn this despoiled landfi ll site into 
a high quality activity area which encourages walking, 
running, cycling, horse-riding, fi shing and sports, as well 
as improving the quality, character and accessibility of the 
environment.

The design and build approach responds to the client’s 
vision for a sustainable solution. Comprising three 
repurposed 40ft-shipping containers, this multifunctional 
space houses a small café and offi ce, storeroom and 
public toilets. 

There is also space for displays, meetings and community 
activities. The project included car park resurfacing, 
creation of an outdoor seating area, alongside tree, shrub 
and wildfl ower meadow planting. 

The structure also allows for retrofi tting of further eco 
freindly features such as a sedum roof and grey water 
harvesting as funds are secured.



QED Sustainable Urban Development, 2 Redhouse Farm, Brighton Road, Newtimber, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 9BS 
T: +44 (0) 1273 857246  E: info@qedproperty.com  www.qedproperty.com 

Combe Valley visitor centre, Hastings

The visitor centre is 
designed to minimise 
energy use, conserve 
water and to actively 
demonstrate best practice 
in sustainable design. 
It is practical, functional 
and robust in this remote 
parkland location. 

Challenges
Security is a key issue. The building is 
located in a remote site and needs to 
be vandal-proof. The inherent quality of 
a shipping container is that it is built to 
withstand extremely harsh environments 
and robust enough to protect its contents 
in transit. The windows and openings are all 
fi tted with lockable, steel shutters.

Innovations
The visitor centre has a lifespan of at least 
20 years. However, there is a longer term 
aspiration to create a larger visitor and 
activity centre at a different location within 
the park as funds allow. At this point, the 
original facility will be moved or adapted. 
The construction method allows for future 
dismantling and reconstructing.

Added value
The visitor centre has been built using our 
bespoke panel system and repurposed in 
a controlled off-site environment. This not 
only streamlines the internal fi t out, but also 
delivers a better quality fi nish. 

Off-site construction also reduces waste 
and the impact of on-site construction 
activities. 

The  lightweight concrete substructure 
(possible because of the inherent integrity 
of the container) means there is very little 
impact on the environment and this ‘light 
touch’ foundation will help minimise any 
remediation required after the structure is 
relocated. 

Operationally, the thermal effi ciency and air 
tightness will ensure the centre retains its 
low carbon credentials.The provision of a new visitor hub at Combe 

Valley Countryside Park is a really exciting 
project for the Countryside Park. We are 
using recycled shipping containers to be as 
sustainable as possible for our building.

Cllr Dawn Poole
Hastings Borough Council’s lead member for 
leisure and amenities and chair of the Combe Valley 
Countryside Park Board.


